GOVERNMENT CHANGES AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Authors' reply to Wight
In 2002, the Wanless report cautioned that securing good health for the whole population would require effective public health policy and widespread engagement with preventive measures. 4 Without a skilled workforce, embedded in the heart of local decision making and equipped with a budget to tackle determinants of poor health, public health in England will be the hobbled version of this vision: valuable expertise sidelined rather than harnessed to tackle the disease burden of an ageing population.
A recent review of public health in Scotland recommended strengthening the public health function, including the director of public health role, to meet growing health challenges such as obesity and poor mental health. 3 We hope that the current House of Commons Health Committee inquiry into public health in England will reach similar conclusions.
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